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Why are we here today?

• To share updated relevant information for residents, family and 

caregivers in Long-Term Care Homes

• Explain what measures remain in place and 

what measures have changed

• Provide updates about COVID-19 vaccines

• Listen to your comments and answer your questions 
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Context
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• We know COVID-19 will continue to evolve and circulate in the 

community and that other respiratory viruses, including influenza, 

will begin circulating. 

• We also know how to protect ourselves and prevent severe illness, 

including through vaccinations, therapeutics, and infection 

prevention and control practices.

• Changes have been made to the COVID-19

guidance for long-term care homes, to optimize 

health and safety and wellbeing of residents, 

while ensuring public health guidance is suitable 

for this point in the pandemic.



• Everyone still needs to wear a mask indoors, 

however visitors can now choose to remove 

their mask when they are alone with a 

resident in their room so residents can see 

their loved ones faces.

• Homes can return to setting their visitor 

policy, in terms of number of visitors at a time, 

while still encouraging physical distancing as 

appropriate.

COVID-19 measures – What’s New? 
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• Staff will screen themselves for symptoms of 

COVID-19 before coming to work (called passive 

screening) rather than active screening by 

another person

• Residents do not need to be tested after an 

absence unless they have symptoms. 

• Screening after an absence will still continue, 

as will daily screening to monitor for 

symptoms

COVID-19 measures – What’s New? 
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Ministry of Health (MOH) Updates

• Residents who are close contacts of someone with COVID-19 

are no longer required to isolate unless their roommate has 

COVID-19. Residents with symptoms or a positive test still 

have to isolate.

• The definition of a confirmed outbreak has been updated to two 

or more residents with COVID-19 with a common link within a 

10-day period (no longer includes staff or visitors in the 

definition)
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Ministry of Health (MOH) Updates

• Staff close contacts are able to return to work 

without isolating, provided they have no 

symptoms and follow appropriate precautions.

• Staff who test positive for COVID-19 or who have 

symptoms of COVID-19 but test negative, may 

only return to work after following appropriate 

guidance.
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• We know that vaccines continue to provide good protection from 

serious illness and fatal outcomes. We also know that protection, 

deceases over time.

• Last month, the Ontario government started rolling out the 

bivalent booster, which provides protection for both the original 

COVID-19 virus and the Omicron variants.

• It is strongly recommended that long-term care residents 

receive the bivalent booster as soon as they are eligible i.e., 

after the minimum 3-month interval since their last dose or 

COVID-19 infection.

COVID-19 Bivalent Booster 
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COVID-19 Bivalent Booster 
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• Both the Moderna and Pfizer bivalent boosters have been Health 

Canada approved and offer much better protection against the 

Omicron variants than the original COVID-19 vaccine.  

• Residents, staff and caregivers should receive the bivalent vaccine 

brand that is first available to them. Timing of your vaccine is more 

important than the brand. 

• Residents can get their booster in their long-term care home.

• Caregivers can get their booster in community settings, such 

as pharmacies or vaccine clinics, and in some long-term care 

homes. 



Co-Administration of Vaccines
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• Homes have started to receive the Influenza (flu) vaccines 

ahead of the 2022-2023 respiratory virus season.

• Co-administration of the COVID-19 vaccine and flu vaccine 

is safe and encouraged where possible. 

• The flu vaccine may be given at the same time, the same 

day, before or after the COVID-19 vaccine. 



Introduction Implementation

• These changes came into effect October 
14th. That being said, some homes may 
take more time to make this transition and 
update their policies.

• The ministry will continue to 
support homes to understand and 
implement the changes. 

• Residents and families will continue to be 
updated on changes and the ministry will 
follow up on questions.
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Introduction

Thank you!

Questions? 

Ministry Contact:

MLTCpandemicresponse@ontario.ca
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